WELCOME ADDRESS BY MR. TUNDE LEMO, DEPUTY GOVERNOR, FINANCIAL SECTOR SURVEILANCE, CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA ON THE OCCASION OF THE 2007 INTERNATIONAL MICROFINANCE CONFERENCE AND ANNUAL  MICROFINANCE/ENTREPRENEURSHIP AWARDS HELD AT SHERATON HOTEL AND TOWERS ON JANUARY 17, 2008
Protocol,

It is my honour and privilege to welcome His Excellency, the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, (GCFR) and other distinguished guests to this year’s International Microfinance Conference and Annual Microfinance/Entrepreneurship Awards. The objectives of the Conference include drawing attention to the huge opportunities available for microfinance, rewarding organizations and individuals that have contributed immensely to the sector. 

Two years ago, specifically on December 15, 2005 the Microfinance Policy, Regulatory and Supervisory Framework was launched to create a sustainable vehicle for the provision of microfinance services to millions of the active poor all over Nigeria who do not have access to finance from the formal financial sector. 
The launching of the Microfinance Policy was a great milestone and formed a vital component of a set of reform initiatives by government comprising among others the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP), and the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS), to reduce poverty, increase employment, promote growth and development at the lower 
end of the financial market. The implementation of the Microfinance Policy should also go a long way in assisting the administration of President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua in delivering on the Seven-Point Agenda among which poverty reduction is central. 

At this juncture, permit me to specially on behalf of the board and Management  of the Central Bank of Nigeria welcome His Excellency, the President and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar’Adua (GCFR) to this important event.  I also want to use this opportunity to warmly welcome all the Honourable Ministers, members of the National Assembly, State Governors, members of the Diplomatic Corps, Invited Guests, the Press and Distinguished Participants who have come to grace this occasion.

For those visiting Abuja for the first time, it is a beautiful place, please do take time off to explore the scenic views of the city for your relaxation. 

Mr. President Sir, Invited Guests, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the Board and Management of the Central Bank of Nigeria, I welcome you all to this event. 

I wish all of you fruitful deliberations.  
Thank you and God Bless.
MR. TUNDE LEMO

DEPUTY GOVERNOR, FINANCIAL SECTOR SURVEILANCE

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

ABUJA.

January 17, 2008.
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